VEDIC
JURISPRUDENCE
AND
ATONEMENT

Prayascitta according to Gaudiya Vaisnavism

ISKCON India Scholars Board
29 December 2021

https://iisb.co.in

© 2021, ISKCON India Scholars Board, All Rights Reserved. http://iisb.co.in



Table of Contents

EXECULIVE SUMMIAIY cc...coveeeriiienniirirnesiniinsiisissisisssssississssisssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnss 1
[T To [ Lot 1 Lo 2
Prayascitta prescribed in the PAACAratrika-marga ..............eeeeeeeeeeeeeneereeeneeeeeensesencssenennns 2

S$ri Gopala Bhatta Gosvami about prayascitta in Sat-kriya-sara-dipika.........cceeererreereererseeseennes 2

The Gaudiya Vaisnava conception of prayascitta for those fully surrendered to the Lord....... 3
Prayascitta prescribed in Vaidika-mdarga (Vedic texts)...........ccccccvvrervrrrvvevevvveneennessencssnn 4
The incident of Vaisampdyana (a VaiSnava qUIrU).................eeeeeeeeeneeeeeeeeeeneesseeeennnsennes 4
Mahdabharata about the prayascitta for adultery..............uuuueeeeeeirveveenisiirineenesssssssnennenns 6

The prayascitta prescribed for brahmahatya..........cccoeeiiiiiiniiinninncsinccnrcnnessessesssssssssssssnnnes 6
Redundant prayascitta or double jeopardy .................eceeeiriereeniiiiiiineeniiiisiinnnnssissssnennanns 7
(00 T Lol (7 (o N 7

© 2021, ISKCON India Scholars Board, All Rights Reserved. http://iisb.co.in



Vedic Jurisprudence and Atonement 1

Executive Summary

The ISKCON India Scholars board had been requested to provide references from scriptures of the
pafcaratrika-marga and vaidika-mdarga pertaining to prayascitta (atonement) for a Vaisnava, as a
result of an accidental falldown.

The following is the summary of our findings:

According to both Paficaratra and Vaidika texts, prayascitta for a Vaisnava is different from that
prescribed for a non-vaisnava.

In the Sat-kriya-sara-dipika, Sri Gopala Bhatta Gosvami states that a Vaisnava should perform
prayascitta as prescribed in the Narada-Paficaratra texts, especially Bharadvaja-samhita verses
3-22 to 25. He forbids the other forms of prayascitta such as charity, austerity, yajia etc., as
“smarta-kalpita-nisedhah,” what to speak of judging a Vaisnava based on mundane rules of
asdric society.

Lord Caitanya in his instructions to Sanatana Gosvami states that for one who has given up all
activities and is engaged in devotional service to the Supreme Personality of Godhead there is
no further prayascitta needed. Even if he is involved in some sinful activity by accident. The
Lord as caitya-guru, seated in his heart, will purify him.

Srila Sridhara Svami, Srila Viévanatha Cakravarti Thakura, Srila Jiva Gosvami, and Srila
Prabhupada have all added that such a devotee incidentally attains the result of prayascitta by
his continuous remembrance of the Lord.

As per the Vaidika-marga, if a spiritual master is involved in accidental sinful activity such as
adultery or even the killing of a brahmana, he can be purified and reinstated by his disciples, or
by observing total fasting etc.,

The Agni Purana forbids inflicting a punishment or prayascitta on anyone (not to mention a
Vaisnava) for the fault that has already been judged and atoned for.

There is no mention of removing a person (Vaisnava) from the position of guruship, even for
sins as heinous as brahmahatyd, and even a sin such as brahmahatya does not necessarily mean
that a guru is no longer bona fide, as the example of VaiSampayana shows.
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Vedic Jurisprudence and Atonement 2

Introduction

In this paper, we will present some of the various texts in paficaratra-sastra and vaidika-sastra
pertaining to prayascitta (atonement) prescribed for a Vaispnava. We should keep in mind that
Pafcaratra is the governing scripture for all topics related to vaisnava-samskaras, specifically the
rules and regulations of pafcaratra-diksa, which ISKCON follows. At the same time, one should also
be conversant with the rules and regulations presented in the vaidika-samskaras and their
corresponding prayascitta, because these prescribe the limit for the punishment for non-devotees,
what to speak of devotees who are on a higher path. Neither should be neglected. In summary,
although both the Paficaratra and Vaidika paths offer atonement even for great sins such as the
killing of a brahmana, it does not necessarily follow that the person atoning for such sins be removed
from a position of guruship. And punishing someone again for the same sin for which he has already
atoned is prohibited.

Prayascitta prescribed in the Paficaratrika-marga

There are several prayascittas, or atonements, prescribed in the Pafcardtras for a Vaisnava. The
prayascitta for a Vaisnava is different from that of a non-Vaisnava

Sri Gopala Bhatta Gosvami about prayascitta in Sat-kriya-sara-dipika

With regard to the rules and regulations that prohibit Vaisnavas from worshipping demigods and
forefathers, Gopala-Bhatta Gosvami cites and comments on verses from Padma Purdna. In canto five
under title "Satvata-prayascitta-vidhanam," Gopala-Bhatta Gosvami makes a reference to Narada-
Paficaratra Bharadvdja-samhita verses 3-22 to 25 for the proper atonements for Vaisnavas to follow.
And under the title “Vaisnavanam Smarta-kalpita-nisedhah,” he describes the improper methods of
atonement that Vaisnavas must avoid.

prayascittam tu paramam prapattis tasya kevalam
kuryat karmatmakam vapi vasudevam anusmaran [ [ 22 ||

visuddhyed visnu-bhaktasya drstya sparsena sevaya
smaranendnna-panddyair gird pada-rajo-’'mbubhih [| 23 ||

visnor niveditannadyais tatha tat-kirtanadibhih
abhagavata-drstyadeh suddhir esa visesatah [ | 24 ||

krta yaj.ah samastas ca danani ca tapamsi ca
prdyascittam asesena nityam arcayata harim [[ 25 ||

Translation: “For a Vaisnava the highest kind of atonement is full surrender to the Lord.
Otherwise one should perform activities while remembering Lord Vasudeva. By seeing
the Lord’s devotee, touching his feet, serving him, feeding him with cooked grains and
water, speaking sweetly, taking the dust of his feet and drinking the water from his
feet, eating mahaprasdada of the Lord and chanting the names of the Lord, one can
purify oneself specially from the contamination of seeing and touching non-devotees.
One who constantly engages in worshiping Lord Hari is considered to have performed
all activities like sacrifice, charity, penance, austerity, atonement etc.”

In simple terms, Gopala-Bhatta Gosvami recommends that Vaisnavas who fall from their position
of exclusive devotion to Lord Visnu and take up worship of demigods or forefathers must first get re-
initiated by the same guru or guru’s relatives or his other disciples. Furthermore they have to follow
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Vedic Jurisprudence and Atonement 3

the prayascitta given in Narada-paficaratra Bharadvaja-samhita verses 3-22 to 25 that are given as
atonements. Given this sastra-pramana, an irrevocable fact, there is no validity in demanding that a
Vaisnava undergo any other tribulations that are smarta-kalpita (mixed with karma-kanda or jnana-
kanda etc.,) not to mention being subjected to regulations based on dsuric mundane conceptions.

Note how the prayascitta recommended here from Ndarada-pancaratra Bharadvaja-samhita, as
cited by Gopala Bhatta Gosvami, closely resembles the prayascitta, atonement, recommended by
Srila Prabhupada in his purport to Bhagavad-gita As It Is 9.30 (api cet sudurdcaro. . .), in that being
fully engaged in devotional service itself is sufficient atonement. And because our immediate acaryas
(Srila Prabhupada and Srila Sarasvati Thakura) have specifically enjoined sadhana-bhaktas on the
vaidhi-bhakti-mdarga to follow the pafcaratrika-vidhi, this is necessarily the most appropriate
prayascitta for devotees to perform.

It is important to note that the Narada-Parficaratra Jayakhya-samhita also offers a suitable remedy
for the worst offences, as cited below:

dustena manasa drstva gurorbharyam sutamatha |
simhamantram japenmantri snatah pafica satani vai [ | 25.107 ||

Translation:- “If one looks towards the wife of guru, or his daughter with bad intention
he should do prayascitta by chanting the Nrsimha mantra and bathe five hundred
times.”

stristidrabalakanhatva kamato'kamato'pi va |
dve'yute hyayutam sastam japtva yagena sudhyati [ | 25.108 ||

Translation:- “If one kills a woman or a sidra or a child, intentionally or unintentionally,
he should do prayascitta by chanting the Nrsimha mantra ten thousand and eight
times and perform a fire sacrifice.”

The Gaudiya Vaisnava conception of prayascitta for those fully surrendered to the Lord

Apart from these authoritative statements from Narada-Paficaratra, there is a more general and
relevant scriptural consideration regarding prdyascitta, or atonement, with regard to those fully
surrendered unto Lord Krsna's lotus feet. Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu teaches this to Srila Sanatana
Gosvami in Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya 22.144:

ajiiane va haya yadi ‘papa’ upasthita
krsna tanre suddha kare, na karaya prayascitta

“If, however, a devotee accidentally becomes involved in a sinful activity, Krsna
purifies him. He does not have to undergo the regulative form of atonement.”

Srila Prabhupada remarks, “Krsna purifies from within as the caitya-guru, the spiritual master
within the heart. This is described in the following verse from Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.5.42).”

In the next verse of Caitanya-caritamrta, the Lord quotes:

sva-pada-mulam bhajatah priyasya tyaktanya-bhavasya harih paresah
vikarma yac cotpatitam kathaficid dhunoti sarvam hrdi sannivistah

“One who has given up everything and taken full shelter at the lotus feet of Hari, the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, is very dear to Krsna. If he is involved in some sinful
activity by accident, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, who is seated within
everyone’s heart, removes his sins without difficulty.”
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Srila Sridhara Svami and Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura note that there is no further
prayascitta for one who has given up all activities and is engaged in devotional service to the Supreme
Personality of Godhead. Srila Jiva Gosvami has added that such a devotee incidentally attains the
result of prayascitta by his continuous remembrance of the Lord.!

Srila Prabhupada has explained this in a lecture:

“If by accident, if by previous habit, one commits some mistake or falls down, that is
excused. And one should be repentant: ‘My dear Lord, | have committed this offense.
Please excuse me.” And one should fast. One should be very much repentant. Then
Krsna is so kind. But he hasn’t got to take to the prayascitta or, what is called,
atonement system. A devotee hasn't got to do that. A devotee’s sinful activities is
excused, and if he is repentant, then he is again elevated to his original position. That
is the verdict of all $astras.”?

Not only is this “the verdict of all $astras,” Srila Prabhupada has himself demonstrated such a
consideration in his own dealings with his disciples who had difficulties in the past.

Prayascitta prescribed in Vaidika-marga (Vedic texts)

Not only Paficaratra texts, even Vedic texts enjoin prayascitta for an accidental sin, even a serious
one, which does not necessarily disqualify one from being a spiritual master.

The incident of Vaisampayana (a Vaisnava guru)
Here is evidence from Srimad-Bhdagavatam that

a) aguru may still continue as a guru even for the offence of brahma-hatya, and
b) his disciples can perform prayascitta on his behalf to free him from the offence:

vaisampayanasisya vai carakadhvaryavo'bhavan /
yaccerurbrahmahatyamha: ksapanam svagurorvratam [/ 61 //
“The disciples of Vaisampayana became authorities in the Atharva Veda. They were

known as the Carakas because they executed strict vows to free their guru from his
sin of killing a brahmana.” (SB 12.6.61)

1 Bhavartha-dipika: vihita-karma-nivrttim uktva nisedha-nimitta-prayascitta-nivrttim aha—sva-pada-malam iti.
tyakto’nyasmin dehadau devatantare va bhavo yena. ata eva tasya vikarmani pravrttir na sambhavati. yac ca kathaficit
pramadadina utpatitarn bhavet, tad api harir dhunoti. nanu, yamas tan na manyeta? tatraha—paresah. nanu, sruti-smrti
mamaivajiie iti bhagavad-vacanat svajia-bhangam katham saheta? tatraha—priyasya. nanu, nayam papa-ksayartharn
bhajate? tatraha—hrdi sannivistah. na hi vastu-$aktir arthitam apeksate ity arthah. Krama-sandarbha: na ca vikarma-
prayascitta-rGpam karmantararh kartavyam, tasya tac-charanasya vikarma-pravrtty-abhavat. kathaficid apatite’pi
vikarmani tad-anusmaranenaiva prayascittasyapy anusangika-siddher ity aha—sva-pada-mdalam iti. hrdi sannivistatve
hetuh. tyaktanya-bhavasyeti. tyakto’nyatra devatantare bhavo bhagavativa bhaktir yena vikarma-dhinane hetuh harih
svabhavata eva sarva-dosa-harah paresah saktitas cety arthah tatrapi priyasyety agrahatas cety arthah. Sarartha-darsint:
vihita-karma-nivrttim uktva, nisedha-nimitta-prayascitta-nivrttim aha—sva-pada-mulam iti. tyakto’nyasmin devatantare
bhavah sevya-buddhir yena, tasya vikarmani pravrttir eva na bhavet. kathaficit pramadadina utpatitarm cet, tad api harir
dhunoti. nanu, vikarmavati bhrtye dandayanta eva prabhavo drsyanta iti harir eva tarm dandayatu, na priyasya bhaktasya
priyatvad evadandyatvam. paresa iti etad eva tasya paramaisvaryam iti bhavah. nanu, nayarm papa-ksayartharn bhajate?
tatraha—hrdi sannivista iti. na hi vastu-saktir arthitam apeksate ity arthah.

2 Lecture on Srimad-Bhagavatam 6.3.25-26 in Gorakhpur on 18 February 1971.
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This is because Vaisampayana said to Pandvas that his guru Vyasadeva was initiated by the Narayana
mantra:

vaisampadyana uvdca
yo hyasmakam gurusresthah krsnadvaipdyano munih [| 135 //

jagau paramakam japyam ndarayanamudirayan /

Translation: “Vaisampayana said our guru the sage Vyasa is a devotee of Lord
Narayana, and always chants the Narayana mantra and the glories of the
Lord.” (Mahabharata, Santiparva 349.135)

So his example is applicable here also.

Visnupurana 3.5.4-6 gives the history of how Vaisampana came to commit brahmahatya, the killing
of a brahmana, and the prayascitta his disciples performed to free him from that sin.

Sripardsara uvaca

yajurvetadarossakhahsaptavimsanmahamunih |
vaisampdyananamaso vyasasisyascakaravai [[ 1 [/

sisyebhyah pradadau tas ca jagrhustepyanukramat |
yajiiavalkyastu tatrabhadbahyaratasuto dvija [[ 2 ||/

Sisyah paramadharmajiio guruvrttiparahsada |
rsiryodya mahameroh samaje nagamisyati [| 3 ||

tasya vai saptaratrattu brahmahattya bhavisyati |
parvamevam muniganaih samayo yah krto dvija || 4 ||

Translation: “Parasara continued: Of the tree of the Yajurveda there are twenty-seven
branches, which Vaisampayana, the pupil of Vyasa, compiled and taught to as many
disciples. Amongst these, Yajfiavalkya, the son of Brahmarata, was distinguished for
piety and obedience to his preceptor. It had been formerly agreed by the Munis, that
any one of them who, at a certain time, did not join an assembly held on mount Meru
should incur the guilt of killing a bramana within a period of seven nights.”

vaisSampayana ekastu tam vyatikrantavamstada |
svastriyam balakam sotha pada sprstamatadayat [[ 5 ||

Sisyanaha sa bhoh sisya brahmahattyapaham vratam |
caradhvam matkrte sarve na vicaryamidam tatha [| 6 ||

athaha yajiiavalkyastu kim ebhir bhagavan dvijaih |
klesitair alpatejobhiscarisyehamidam vratam [| 7 ||

tatah kruddho guruh praha yajiiavalkyam mahamunim |
mucyatam yattvayadhitam matto vipravamanaka [[ 8 ||

nistejaso vadasyenanyattvam brahmanampurngavan
tena Sisyena narthosti mamajiiabhangakarina [ 9 ||

Translation: “Vaisampayana alone failed to keep the appointment and consequently
killed, by an accidental kick with his foot, the child of his sister. He then addressed his
disciples and desired them to perform on his behalf the penance for killing a brahmana.
Without any hesitation Yajfiavalkya refused and said, ‘How shall | engage in penance
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Vedic Jurisprudence and Atonement 6

with these miserable and inefficient bramanas?’ On which his guru, being incensed,
commanded him to relinquish all that he had learnt from him. ‘You speak
contemputuously,” he observed ‘of these young brahmanas, but of what use is a
disciple who disobeys my commands?’”

yajiavalkyastatah praha bhaktyaitat te mayoditam |
mamapyalam tvayadhitam yanmaya tadidam dvija || 10 [/
Sripardsara uvaca
ityukto rudhiraktani sarapani yajamsisah |
chardayitva dadau tasmai yayau sa svecchaya muni [ 11 []
yajamsyatha visrstani yajiavalkyena vai dvija |
jagrhustittira bhatva taittiriyastu te tatah [| 12 ||

brahmahattyavratam cirnam guruna coditais tu taih |
cakruradhvaryavam te tu caranGnmunisattama [ 13 ||

Translation: “’I spoke,” replied Yajiiavalkya, ‘in perfect faith; but as to what | have read
from you, | have had enough: it is no more than this—' (acting as if he would eject it
from his stomach); when he brought up the texts of the Yajus in substance stained
with blood. He then departed. The other disciples of VaiSampayana transforming
themselves into partridges (tittiri), picked up the texts which he had disgorged and
which from that circumstance were called Taittirlya; and the disciples were called the
Caraka professors of the Yajus, from Carana, ‘going through’ or ‘performing’ the
expiatory ritest (prayascitta) enjoined by their master.”

The case of Vaisampayana is accidental, not intentional, because he was compelled to commit
brahmahatya on account of a vow that he broke. Moreover, for the sin of adultery, Mahabhdarata

prescribes that a brahmacari perform the same penance, prayascitta, that is prescribed for
brahmahatya.

Mahabharata about the prayascitta for adultery

avakirninimittam tu brahmahatyavratam caret /

Translation:- “If a brahmacari falls from his vow of celibacy he should perform the vow
prescribed for brahmahatya.” (Mahabharata, Santiparva 35.24)

Bharata kaumudi commentary:- avakirnam bhave ktapratyayaantayaa brahmacarino
yosidagamanam tadeva nimittam yasya tat|

The prayascitta prescribed for brahmahatya
sadabhirvasaih krcchrabhoji brahmaha ptyate narah /

madse mase samasnamstu tribhitarvarsaih pramucyate | 7 [/

samvatsarena masasi puyate natra samsayah /

tathaivopavasan rajan svalpenapi prayate /| 8 I/
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kratuna casvamedhena ptyate natra samSayah /

sarvam papmanam tarati tarati vcahmahatyam yo'svamedhena yajate /| 9 /|

Translation:- “One may be cleansed of the sin of having slain a brahmana. By living
upon the scantiest meal every day for a space of six years, a person may be cleansed
of that sin. By observing a harder vow with regard to food one may be cleansed in
three years. By living upon one meal a month, one may be cleansed in course of only
a year. By observing, again, an absolute fast, one may be cleansed within a very short
time. There is no doubt again that: one is cleansed by a horse-sacrifice.”

Redundant prayascitta or double jeopardy

The Vedic scriptures, clearly states that the correct prayascitta purifies the aggressor of his sinful
reactions and the sin itself. Such atonements needs to be executed only once. In fact the Agni Purana
clearly prohibits a court from trying a person for a sin twice, as cited below:

“A court should neither entertain, nor hear a cross-suit or a cross-case, without first
deciding the original one, nor should it take up a case or suit dismissed or rejected by
another tribunal of competent authority.” (Agni Purana — Ch. 253 verses 38-46)

Hence it is important that one consult the sastras for its prescriptions of the right atonement and
not whimsically or emotionally subject the accused to double-jeopardy.

Conclusion

It is clear that in both paficaratrika-marga and vaidika-marga there are specific atonements,
prayascittas, prescribed for both a devotee of Visnu and a non-devotee. One should thoroughly
understand these scriptural conclusions make careful judgements, taking all these injunctions into
consideration. In his purport to Srimad-Bhdagavatam 8.20.1, Srila Prabhupada stresses the
contrasting point of when to reject a guru.

“Anyone who is supposed to be a guru but who goes against the principle of visnu-
bhakti cannot be accepted as guru. If one has falsely accepted such a guru, one should
reject him. Such a guru is described as follows (Mahabharata, Udyoga 179.25): guror
apy avaliptasya karyakaryam ajanatah utpatha-pratipannasya parityago vidhiyate.”
(SB 8.20.1 purport)

From the above references provided from both pancaratrika-marga and vaidika-marga it has
been clearly established that even for the worst of kinds of the sins committed by a devotee (one
who is not against the principle of visnu-bhakti), there is no mention of removing him from the
position of guru or giving him other kinds of punishments not found in the revealed scriptures.
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